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2011 ɀ A year in reflection . . .  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

As the Festive Season quickly draws upon us, it is 

ÔÉÍÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÈÁÄȢ )ȭÍ 

sure that many of you have been touched in some 

way by events such as the January floods and the 

1( ÐÁÙ ÄÅÂÁÃÌÅȢ !ÎÄȟ ÎÏ ÄÏÕÂÔȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ 

the effect of an environmental tax as we move 

into 2012. As I reflect on the happenings of 2011, 

I am cognizant of the work that the local associa-

tions such as PNAQ and our national representa-

tive, ACORN continues to do to inform the destiny 

of our specialty. It is imperative that all pe-

rioperative nurses have a voice ɀ and exercise the 

freedom to raise issues of concern with represen-

tatives of the PNAQ and ACORN.  

 

 

As models of care continue to change, and with 

the introduction of an Activity Based Funding 

model being adopted in many hospitals Australia-

wide, we now more than ever, need to demon-

strate our capacity to value-add to patient care in 

the perioperative setting.  

 

Consider the ways in which you do this on a daily 

basis in performing your nursing duties; you 

ÍÁËÅ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÅÌÓÅȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ 

ÄÁÙȢ 9ÅÔȟ ÙÏÕ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔȭÓ ȰÊÕÓÔ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÍÙ 

ÊÏÂȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ ×ÈÁÔ ) ÄÏȢȱ 7ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á ÐÁȤ

tient with reassuring words, hold their hand dur-

ing an anaesthetic induction or assist a new 

graduate nurse/intern ɀ you make a difference. 

Over the course of any given day, there are innu-

merable things that you do, perhaps unwittingly ɀ 

ÂÕÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÉÌÙ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁËÅ Á ÄÉÆȤ

ference to someone else.  
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In reflecting on my travels during 2011, I have 

been fortunate to connect with many interna-

tional perioperative colleagues in the US, Canada, 

and the UK. Collaborating internationally has 

brought about a fruitful exchange of ideas, par-

ticularly around the area of patient safety in the 

perioperative environment, which, as many 

know, is one of my areas of research . 

 

It is encouraging to see the work that is being 

done in team communication in surgery, which 

has most recently been described by Freischlag 

ɉςπρςɊ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÒÏÏÍ ÄÁÎÃÅȢȱ 4ÈÉÓ 

author equates communication in the operating 

room with a dance: you can control the music and 

the tempo ɀ sometimes you can even choose your 

partner; the scout nurse, the surgeon, the anaes-

ÔÈÅÔÉÓÔȣȢÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÉÓ 

is not possible. If you are dancing with a partner 

who is unfamiliar, then more words need to be 

spoken in relation to your dance steps, and you 

may start out a bit slower. This metaphor is appli-

cable when considering the different communica-

tion strategies required when communicating in 

an ad hoc team versus working an established 

team, familiar team.  

 

 

 

 

 

My own research demonstrated this, and has also 

indicated that communication failures actually 

extend the length of operation (Gillespie, 

Chaboyer & Fairweather, 2012). 

 

The PNAQ Education seminar, held at the Royal 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÏÎ ρχth November was infor-

mative and offered something of interest to those 

×ÈÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄȢ 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒ 2ÏÙ +ÉÍÂÌÅȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁȤ

tion highlighted the latest surgical treatments for 

paediatric burns. That the patient outcomes are, 

in many cases, amazing is testament to the skills 

of Roy and his team. Dr Mansu Pabari, staff anaes-

thetist at the RCH, spoke about the particular con-

siderations of paediatric anaesthesia.  

 

Fiona Brewin-Brown, Executive Director of the 

1ÕÅÅÎÓÌÁÎÄ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÕÐÄÁÔÅÄ 

the group about the progress of the design and 

building of the new hospital, due for completion 

in 2014. Incredibly, this project is on time and on 

budget! Corina Green and Brendan Herd of the 

RCH Operating Room department presented pe-

rioperative nursing considerations in relation to 

the paediatric context using a case study ap-

proach. On behalf of the PNAQ, I thank Glenda 

'ÈÉÄÅÌÌÁ ÁÎÄ !ÎÄÒÅ× /ȭ"ÒÉÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2#( ÆÏÒ ÏÒÇÁȤ

nizing this fabulous half-day seminar. 
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Still on the topic of education, our Education Offi-

cer, Anne Foord is planning the topics and activi-

ties for several education workshops to be held 

during 2012. If you have a particular topic that 

you would like to have explored or covered, 

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  A n n e  a t 

anne_foord@health.qld.gov.au Otherwise, consult 

the Calendar of Events for 2012. 

 

In 2012, I will be attending the ACORN Presi-

ÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÆÏÒÕÍȟ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ ρψth February. I invite 

you to contact me via pnaq@pnaq.net.au if you 

want me to raise, on your behalf, any strategic is-

sue in perioperative practice.  For instance, there 

appears to be growing concern in relation to the 

issue of medication safety and labeling in the pe-

rioperative setting. The opportunity to discuss 

and debate these important issues is the first step 

to navigating a change of direction, if that is what 

is required.  

 

Finally, I would take this opportunity to wish you 

and your families a happy and safe Christmas and 

hope that you are able to spend time with those 

who mean the most to you. I look forward to 

meeting many of you during 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

As ever, 

Brigid  Gillespie  

PNAQ President 

 

References 

 

Freischlag, J. (2012). The operating room dance. BMJ Qual 
Safety, 21, (1), 1. 

 

Gillespie, BM; Chaboyer, W & Fairwaether, N. (in press 
2011). Factors that Influence the Expected Length 
of Operation: Results of a prospective study. BMJ 
Quality & Safety. 21 (1), 3-12. 

PNAQ ðAdvancing Perioperative Nursing                                                          Dec 2011, P3  

Presidentôs Report 

Dr Brigid Gillespie  

mailto:anne_foord@health.qld.gov.au
mailto:pnaq@pnaq.net.au


 

Hello Fellow Periop Nurses, 

As I write this I'm looking forward to my hospi-

tal's Christmas slowdown. It will give me an op-

portunity to get to all those things I've been 

promising myself I would get to 'later'.  I'm very 

excited about being the subject of this issue's bio.  

The only thing I ask is that when they print the 

centrefold pic they are very careful about where 

the staple goes! 

 

I've been a member of PNAQ for a number of 

years now and somehow the lovely Alli K has con-

vinced me to take over her role as conference 

convenor - how did she do that?!  The 2012 Con-

ference will have a change in format and will be 

one day held at the Princess Alexandra Hospital.  

There will be the customary trade display, confer-

ence dinner, awards ceremony and PNAQ AGM.  I 

look forward to meeting you all there!  Remember 

to keep Sat 20th October free. 

 

I've been invited to tell a little about me so here 

ÇÏÅÓȣ -Ù ÎÁÍÅ ÉÓ $ÁÖÉÄ -ÁÃËÌÙÎ ÁÎÄ )ͻÍ .5- 

PACU/Anaesthetics at Mater Health Services Pub-

lic Operating Theatres.  I manage three separate 

PACU's (i.e. Adults, Childrens and Mothers - 41 

RN's/RM's) and the Anaesthetic Assistants (38 

Technicians and 4 RN's). 

 

 

I love giraffes. 

 

I finished my Nursing degree at QUT in 2007.  I 

completed one semester on exchange in 

Greenville, North Carolina, USA.  My first nursing 

job was at the Princess Alexandra Hospital.  I 

completed the QHealth Periop Transition Pro-

gram and then took a position in PACU.  What a 

busy place that can be!  The PA gave me some 

great experiences like moving into a brand new 

hospital and working the night duty when every-

one was worried about the Y2K bug! 

 

I collect all things giraffe.  Giraffe figurines, giraffe 

toys and anything in giraffe print. 

 

In 2001 I decided to shake my world up a bit and 

moved to Melbourne.  I worked at The Alfred Hos-

pital in inner Melbourne and my few years there 

taught me a lot. The Alfred is Victoria's trauma 

centre and burns centre and also does cardiac/

renal transplant - and I thought it was busy at the 

PA!  The move to Melbourne was a good one 

though because I met my partner Angus there as 

he had come over from the UK to also work at The 

Alfred.  I completed a Grad Cert in Perianaesthe-

sia Nursing at LaTrobe Uni during this time. 
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After three years at The Alfred we bought a 

campervan and spent two years travelling around 

Australia.  That was great!  We worked in operat-

ing theatres along the way in Perth (The Mount 

and St John of God Hospitals, Darwin Private Hos-

pital and Cairns Private Hospital) before settling 

back in Brisbane and back to the PA in late 2005.  

I acted in the NUM role there for over a year and 

also acted as Periop Educator. 

 

I completed a Grad Cert in Health Management in 

2008.  In 2009 I moved on to the AARK 

(Automated Anaesthetic Record Keeping) Project 

and spent a year travelling Queensland teaching 

nurses and Anaesthetists how to use the system.  

From there I packed up my giraffe coffee mug and 

moved to The Mater when I became Periop Edu-

cation Coordinator in June 2010.  In June 2011 I 

moved into my current NUM role and I really en-

joy it. 

 

I live in South Brisbane in a renovated workers 

cottage with Angus, six chooks, a guinea fowl and 

giraffes everywhere.  We both work at The Mater 

(Angus is now a Clinical Midwife) and luckily we 

have a ten minute walk to work.   

 

 

 

 

No traffic dramas for us!  2011 has been a big 

year what with me turning 50 (yes, with a huge 

giraffe themed surprise party), Angus celebrating 

10 years in Australia and a Kenyan wildlife safari 

thrown in.  

 

My biggest achievement this year - kissing a gi-

raffe at the Giraffe Centre in Nairobi. 

 

Merry Christmas to all and may 2012 be every-

thing you and your loved ones want it to be. 

 

David Macklyn 

PNAQ Conference Convenor 
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Happy Holidays all where ever you are.  

 

I am the new Education Chair and am looking for-

ward to planning a few education sessions for the 

State Branch in Brisbane in 2012.   In order to en-

sure our educational sessions meet the learning 

needs of Perioperative Nurses, I would like to 

hear from you about what you are interested in 

learning about! 

 

If you have a topic or subject that you would 

really like to hear about, please contact me 

through PNAQ at pnaq@pnaq.net.au and I will try 

to incorporate it in one of the sessions.   Please 

ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÌÅÔ ÍÅ ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕÒ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÓÏ 

that we plan what will be an exciting and interest-

ing year of learning for everyone.   

 

Be safe in whatever you do this holiday season. 

 

Anne Ford 

PNAQ Education Chair 
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The PNAQ  

Committee would 
like to extend itõs 

warmest wishes to all 
Perioperative Nurses 
for a safe and happy 
Christmas and New 

Year.  

mailto:pnaq@pnaq.net.au
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