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Jenny’s Letter 
.......by PNAQ President Jennifer Ashton 

Can you believe that it is February 
already?  The passage of time really 
has sped up for those of us on the 
PNAQ Committee and there is much to 
report back to you so early in the 
New Year. 
 

After lengthy and considered delib-
erations we have appointed a new 
conference organiser in arinex.  We 
believe they will take us to the next 
level in terms of conference organisa-
tion with a more focussed event.  We 
have set a date being 14 - 16 Octo-
ber , 2010 at Royal Pines Resort, 
Gold Coast.  Many of you will recall 
that the conference theme is “To 
Boldly Go…”   

 

We are still in the process of receiving 
extensive feedback from our trade ex-
hibitors about past conferences.  We 
are pleased to be able to deliver on 
their preferred venue in 2010.  We will 
also be committing to the Royal Pines 
venue for 2011 and 2012. This is so we 
can provide certainty for our delegates 
and trade in what has been financially 
unsettling times. 
 

The last conference provided the small-
est of profits despite the best efforts of 
all.  In the past there has been confer-
ence accommodation provided to cer-
tain committee positions at no charge.  I 
can assure you that this was not the 
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PNAQ Education Officer; 
Sonya Vargas is a Periopera-
tive Educator at the Wesley 
Hospital in Brisbane. Sonya 
has had 20 years experience 
in Perioperative nursing and 
has worked in Perioperative 
education for 6 years. The 
Wesley hospital is a busy hospital near Brisbane’s CBD 
that performs 90-120 cases a day in 17 operating suites. 
All surgical specialties are represented within the organi-
sation other than eye surgery. In 2006 Sonya received a 
Perioperative Nurses of Queensland award for 
“Outstanding achievement for an Individual Perioperative 
Nurse” for her introduction of a Graduate Registered 
Nurse program in her hospital and for her assistance in 
preparing and guiding the departmental staff through 
accreditation.  Sonya has a perioperative certificate from 
the College of Nursing.  She is currently completing a 
leadership and management qualification through Griffith 
University. 

Downs & South West Branch Biennial Conference 
 

Talking About My Generation 
Highfields Cultural Centre 

O’Brien Road Highfields Toowoomba 
 

Friday 5th March 2010 
6.00pm—10.30pm 

Saturday 6th March 2010 
7.30am Registration 

 

For more information contact  
Megan Twine on 0412 227 986, mtwine@bigpond.com  

Leigh Cantwell on 0438 324 272 
 

Brochure available on Downs & South West page of 
the PNAQ Inc. web site: www.pnaq.net.au  

case last year and that we will continue to ensure transpar-
ency and accountability in terms of expenses and our roles.  
All our committee are committed to these aims and I am es-
pecially grateful to Joy Jensen who does a fantastic job as 
Treasurer. 
 

If you wish to provide any feedback on last year’s confer-
ence, topics or inclusions for this year, please contact our 
dynamic joint conference committee chairs for 2010,  Anne 
Maree Allensen and Allison Kielczewski at 
pnaq@pnaq.net.au 
 

Please start work on your abstracts for conference.  Your 
stories are worth telling and we encourage you to undertake 
a submission.  The actual presentation can be prepared much 
closer to the time.  Think too about nominating your col-
leagues for the awards – there is no need to wait until the 
closing date.  We have an eminent team of reviewers to 
deliberate on your submission.  Make it hard for them! 
 

As outlined in our contact details, we have a full committee 
and our discussions on directions for perioperative nursing, 
conference and any of the committees we are now involved 
with are robust and exciting.  Sonya Osborne has finalised 
the new research grant guidelines. Sonya Vargas and An-
gela Lock are planning the Education Forum at Wesley Hos-
pital on Saturday, 20 February, 2010. Lyn Hill is represent-
ing us on the Statewide Perioperative Nursing Documenta-
tion Group. Stephen Born represents us on the Speciality 
Reference Group for Statewide Perioperative Nursing Tran-
sition Education and Ailsa Gillett represents us on the State-
wide Perioperative NUM Steering Group.  Brigid Gillespie 
as President Elect and Country Liaison Officer has been es-
pecially active emailing you all.  Kim Carr continues with an 
outstanding commitment to the website and with Linda 
Spitzer’s editing (and prompting) we are pleased and proud 
to bring you our e-newsletter.  Our Archiving team of Lyn 
Hill and Judy Hewitt will soon be armed with the latest re-
cord conservation knowledge courtesy of the State Library. 
 

The 2010 calendar has been posted on the website and is 
crammed with exciting events for the year.  I do hope that 
you are able to attend several of the conferences this year, 
starting with D&SW Branch Conference at Highfields Con-
vention Centre on Friday and Saturday, 5th and 6th March, 
2010.  Please feel free to print off both the e-newsletter 
and calendar and post around your workplace and tea 
rooms.  Also, download the application form as encouraging 
new members to PNAQ is a priority as we ensure that the 
safety of our patients is paramount.   
 

We must be reflecting on ACORN standards if we focus on 
the products and outcomes of our professional roles.  The 
2010 ACORN Standards are being prepared for release at 
the ACORN Conference and I know the continuous cycle of 
review begins shortly after.  Both Ruth Melville, ACORN Rep-
resentative and Ailsa Gillett, ACORN Director welcome any 
feedback on evidence based standards for practice.    
Until next time, it is a great time to be a Perioperative 
Nurse…Jenny 

(Continued from page 1) 

Jenny’s Letter cont…. New PNAQ Inc. 
Committee Members 

PNAQ President / Country Liaison; 
Dr Brigid Gillespie, RN Cert. Periop., BHth Sc (Hons) PhD 
is a lecturer in the School of Nursing and Midwifery at 
Griffith University, Gold Coast campus. Prior to entering 
the tertiary sector, she practiced in the perioperative set-

ting for sixteen years, working in 
both the public and private sectors. 
She has developed skill in both 
quantitative and qualitative re-
search methods (ethnography). Bri-
gid is currently researching patient 
safety in relation to teamwork and 
communication, and competence in 
the operating room. She has pub-
lished in peer reviewed journal na-
tionally and internationally, and 
presented her research at various 
conferences and seminars.  
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Report on PNAQ Annual Conference 
“CSI: Clinical Scene Investigation” 
8 - 10 October, 2009 
 

……….Lois Hamlin, Assistant Education Officer, NSW OTA Inc 

This is an edited version of a report on the PNAQ Inc confer-
ence, 2009 and has been reprinted with the kind permission 
of Lois Hamlin. 
 

This 2.5 day conference included a wide variety of ses-
sions and speakers, and two evening social functions. It 
addressed contemporaneous clinical, education, research, 
management, policy and regulatory topics of interest and 
relevance to perioperative nurses; most were excellent. 
There were about 250 delegates enrolled to attend, and 
catching up with friends and colleagues, as well as net-
working, was one of the highlights for me. (A copy of the 
program and book of abstracts is available if more infor-
mation required.) Overall, it was a very good conference. 
 

There was a well subscribed trade exhibition with 57 
companies exhibiting. However, the trade area was some-
what distant from the plenary session venue, and the hall 
used was somewhat 'stark' in appearance overall. This 
was because the cost of (say) carpeting the area was 
prohibitive. The exhibitors' booths were creatively deco-
rated, and company representatives helpful and informa-
tive. I spent a brief period each day on the Co-op book 
store booth, ready to sign copies of THE book! 
 

The Chief Nursing Officer for Qld, along with the Qld 
Minister for Health, opened the conference on Thursday; 
the closing speaker on Saturday afternoon was the actor 
William Mclnnis - all were interesting and entertaining, 
but in very different ways! As well as a goodly number of 
health care professionals presenting papers, there was 
one speaker from overseas (NZ) and two Queensland 
police officers; and a mixture of plenary and concurrent 

sessions offered. For the first time this year, the conference 
organisers introduced hands-on/skills-focused workshops; 
these proved very popular. The Thursday afternoon pro-
gram was composed of two concurrent sessions only; each 
was a three hour workshop, one for perioperative educators 
and one for perioperative managers. I attended the latter, 
and although it was a little slow to gain momentum, it really 
blossomed. I came away with more than one or two ideas; I 
now have some very practical and pragmatic tools that I 
envisage using in my practice (of teaching). The conference 
also incorporated several 'awards', these were for the best 
booth, best poster and best photo. Additionally, delegates 
were invited to attend each booth to collect a clue (and 
have a card stamped) and then solve a 'crime'. Newly-
introduced this year was a competition whereby delegates 
were invited to submit their ideas for the theme and associ-
ated aims for the 2010 PNAQ conference*. All of these ac-
tivities appeared well-subscribed. As in the past, the 2009 
PNAQ conference had a really good theme, and it was clev-
erly and firmly embedded in all aspects of the conference. 
 

The Welcome dinner themed “Whodunnit” (sic) was a highly 
organised affair, and attendees had to work hard to 'solve 
a crime' (I was on the winning team!). The second, final eve-
ning social function, which incorporated the PNAQ pe-
rioperative nursing awards, was themed 'Villains, Victims & 
Valour'. While only a small number dressed in character, this 
cohort was extremely creative. The dinner was held away 
from the conference venue, included an excellent meal and 
an amazing four piece band (the singer made it thus; her 
voice was a cross between Ella Fitzgerald and Tina Turner). 
For the foodies- all meals and snacks were very good. 

Attention PNAQ members!  
have your say on the ACORN website. 

 
In planning for the future, the ACORN Web and Communications Committee would  

like to hear your thoughts on the ACORN website,  
your current and future needs from the website,  

as well potential uses and development of this website to benefit of members. 
 

Please go to www.acorn.org.au and complete the ACORN survey. 
It should only take a few minutes. 

 
The results of the survey will be announced at the annual ACORN conference. 
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Pst…Pass it around! 
How about sharing the PNAQ newsletter with your colleagues? 
 

Print out this newsletter each month and put it in your staff tea-
room or share it with your workmates.  We would love more pe-
rioperative nurses to know about us and who we are.   
 

We are a Queensland based affiliation of the Australian College 
of Operating Room Nurses (ACORN). 
 

So please feel free to share this newsletter around. 

The updated Resource Manual is now 
available on the PNAQ website. 

 
Please go to www.pnaq.net.au to access 

this manual. 
 

The resource manual contains information 
about PNAQ grants, committee member 
roles, branch responsibilities including 

budgeting and reporting. 

President: 
Jenny Ashton (W) 07 3636 1486 
 

President Elect / Country Liaison  
Brigid Gillespie  (W) 07 5552 9718 
 

Secretary / Assistant Web Page & 
Country Liaison Co-ordinator: 
Stephen Born  (M) 0407 626 587  
 

Treasurer: 
Joy Jensen (W) 07 3883 7836 
 

ACORN Director: 
Ailsa Gillett (M) 0412 518 783 
 

ACORN Representative: 
Ruth Melville (W) 07 5470 6775 
  (M) 0404 026 395 

ACORN Representative Elect: (effective 
November 2010) 
Joy Jensen (W) 07 3883 7836 
 

Conference Convenor(s): 
Anne Maree Allanson  
  (W) 07 3883 7836 
Allison Kielczewski 
  (W) 07 3488 3384 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Linda Spitzer  (W) 07 3232 6521 
 

Education Chair: 
Sonya Vargas (W) 07 3232 7341 
 

Education Assistant  
Angela Lock (W) 07 3840 8347 
 

Research Chair: 
Sonya Osborne   (W) 07 3636 8740 
 

Web Page Co-ordinator: 
Kim Carr  (M) 0414 830 823 
 

Archiving Officer 
Lynette Hill (W) 07 3232 7341 
 

Assistant Archiving Officer  
Judith Hewett  (H) 07 5441 2838 
 

Email for all: 
pnaq@pnaq.net.au 

 

Address all correspondence to: 
The Honorary Secretary PNAQ 

GPO Box 2518, BRISBANE QLD 4001 

State Branch Management Committee for 2010 

http://www.pnaq.net.au/Abstracts%20Page.html


Friday 5th March 2010                                                        6.00pm - 10.30pm 
Come and join many others to network in a great setting with music to sooth and at 7.30 to 

hear Sam’s Inspirational Story 
 

You Don’t Need Wings to Fly! : Sam Bailey 
Sam Bailey is a farmer, pilot, husband and now best selling author, he has achieved all of those from a wheel-

chair and has an incredible ability to take an audience on the journey of his life. 
It’s a rollercoaster ride that promises to make people laugh, cry, appreciate what they’ve got and realise that 

nothing is impossible. 
 

At only 19 years of age Sam suffered severe spinal injuries in a car accident. The road accident turned the 
schoolboy sporting hero and outback jackaroo into a quadriplegic. But Sam’s is not a story of sadness rather of 
triumph. You can hear how he turned tragedy into hope and how he beat the odds to fulfill his life-long dream 

of being a farmer. 
There will also be an opportunity to talk with Sam  

 

Downs & South West Branch  
Biennial Conference 

“Talking About My Generation” 

Delegates will have time to visit the Trade displays at morning tea and lunch to find out about the 
latest products and technology. 

 

Delegates will have the opportunity to attend 2 of the 4 Workshops (30 minutes each) 
Ortho Trauma: Eye: Suture: Endoscopy 

 

For more information contact 
Megan Twine on 0412 227 986, mtwine@bigpond.com Leigh Cantwell on 0438 324 272 

Registration Brochure available on the PNAQ Inc. web site: www.pnaq.net.au 

Saturday 6th March 2010                                                  7.30am Registration 
Speakers include  

 

 

Jennifer Ashton PNAQ State President 
Directions in Perioperative Nursing 
  

Denise Iseppi NUM Endoscopy TH 
Cleaning Colonoscopes in the Country 
  

Robyn Dealtry CNC Acute Pain Service TH 
“Recent advances in Pain Management for 
Caesarean Section.” 

Dr Lachlin Rathie Consultant Anaesthetist 
Difficult Airway Management 
  

Dr Gaugin Gamboa Orthopaedic Surgeon 
Matters Orthopaedic 
  

Dr Rod Grant Consultant Anaesthetist 
Massive Blood Transfusion 
  

                        Highfields Cultural Centre, O’Brien Road, Highfields, Toowoomba 
 
 

This great program starts on Friday evening and continues on Saturday 

http://www.pnaq.net.au/2010%20Biennial%20Conference%20Registration%20Package.pdf

